March 29, 2023
DELIVERED VIA EMAIL

Garrett Ripa, Field Office Director

Miami Field Office, Immigration and Customs Enforcement
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

865 SW 78th Avenue, Suite 101

Plantation, FL 33324

Garrett.j.ripa@ice.dhs.gov

Dear Field Office Director Ripa,

The undersigned local and national organizations write to you regarding the Baker County
Detention Center (Baker). Many of us wrote to the Biden Administration last month calling for
the termination of the Intergovernmental Service Agreement (IGSA) between the U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the Baker County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO)
and to close this facility. Unfortunately, the dangerous conditions at Baker continue and people
are in harm’s way. We would like to follow up on our last letter, share additional urgent
developments, and reiterate the need and our request to immediately terminate the IGSA between
ICE and Baker County Sheriff’s Office.

The Baker County Sheriff's Office is a grossly unfit contracting partner and should not be
responsible for the care of immigrants in civil detention. First, they continue to be in active
litigation for violating the U.S. Constitution and impeding detained individuals' access to
counsel. Second, Baker County Sheriff’s office has reacted in a hostile manner to the Baker
County Commissioners, the Baker County Corrections Management Corporation (BCCMC), and
we believe the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), over issues related to governing the
facility. It has become clear that they may see themselves as having more discretion than is
allowable in how they operate Baker, including how they interact with government partners and
adhere to applicable laws. In a recent BCCMC meeting, the Sheriff noted that he will run the
Sheriff’s office by “Florida statute,” adding “I don’t care what your agreements say.” In follow
up, a representative from the Sheriff’s office added “we have allowed ourselves to be in a
position to let people dictate how we operate. He is required to operate by Florida statute.
Nobody else can dictate how he operates. He is sovereign, he is the Sheriff. We have allowed
people to step over that line and 2023 is the end of that.” The Baker County Sheriff’s Office—
your contracting partner and the entity charged with caring for people at Baker—is a liability for
Baker County and ICE.

There continues to be extensive evidence that the conditions at Baker are atrocious. Individual
attorneys, advocacy organizations, the media, and others have become aware of the problems at
Baker. DHS has confirmed some of these conditions themselves. Last month, for example, DHS
Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties confirmed that Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA)
violations did occur in the facility. Specifically, multiple women at the facility were watched
while they changed, showered, and used the bathroom. We understand that CRCL is actively



investigating the mountain of complaints against the facility. Despite this confirmation and the
investigations, the conditions do not improve and people continue to be in danger.

We have heard many horrific stories from people at Baker, but we would like to highlight one
recent example to illustrate the danger. This past December, there was one individual at Baker
with high blood pressure that after days of requesting their blood pressure medication and being
denied without reason or justification, collapsed, suffered serious injury, required emergency
hospitalization, and now requires a wheelchair. Two months later, this person fell again after
being told they had “been in a wheelchair for too long,” and that there would be no further
follow-up or physical therapy after the second accident. While in the medical unit, they requested
assistance to get to the bathroom to no avail and were forced to urinate on themselves. The next
day, this person was told they were unable to shower due to the showers being broken and had
no other choice but to wash themselves while sitting on the toilet. While attempting to bathe, an
officer looked on, violating the person’s privacy and humanity. The person reported these issues,
begged again for a shower, and inquired as to how they could lodge a complaint about their
mistreatment. The BCSO staff told them the only way to submit a complaint was through the
kiosk, which this individual is unable to use and does not understand how to access the kiosk to
submit a complaint and request assistance. The next day, this person was told to pack their things
at 5:00 a.m. and without being told any information, was transferred to two other facilities in the
State and eventually taken to the airport in Miami to be transferred to Louisiana. The entire time
they were in transit, this individual notified the officers that they required blood pressure
medication and requested to call their family or lawyer multiple times. This individual was again
denied their medication and was not allowed to contact family or legal counsel. Upon arriving at
the airport, this individual lost consciousness and was finally deemed unfit to travel by a nurse.
Officers removed them from the plane and this person was transported back to Baker and where
they remain to this day.

This story is just one example of what people go through everyday in Baker. It is never just one
or two isolated incidents but weeks or months of repeated indignity, abuse, and sometimes life-
threatening neglect. BCSO also has a troubling and dangerous pattern of retaliating against
immigrants who speak out about their mistreatment at Baker. These retaliatory patterns are
especially concerning as we have reason to believe that this person was transferred because they
sought to report what happened to them at Baker, which goes beyond what we detail here.

The number of complaints related to this facility has grown to almost 200 and this is only what
has been reported and verified via the Florida Detention Database. The leading issues concern
patterns of medical neglect, unsanitary conditions, retaliation, and the inability to access legal
counsel. This one recent horrific story illustrates the array of aforementioned conditions issues at
Baker and how people’s tragic experiences often include an overlap of systemic failures with
very human consequences.

This is why transferring people to other facilities in the immigrant detention system is not a
solution and still exposes people to suffering and harm. We recommend the release of all
individuals suffering at Baker while closure is considered, with priority to all individuals
detained over 180 days, those who are medically vulnerable, and those who have been targeted
or suffered retaliation after bravely going public with their experience at Baker.



We are not alone in our horror over the conditions at Baker and request to close Baker. Over
1,000 people feel the same and have sent messages directly to ICE in support of the people in
harm’s way at Baker. They join us in calling on ICE to terminate its contract with the Baker
County Sheriff’s Office and vehemently oppose the abuse people at Baker are experiencing
everyday ICE refrains from taking this action. Their names are attached to this letter.

We thank you for your review of our letter and consideration of this request. If you have any
questions regarding this letter or would like to discuss its contents further, please contact Silvana
Caldera at scaldera@aclufl.org or Isabel Ruano at isabel@immigrantactionalliance.org.

Sincerely,

Al Otro Lado

American Civil Liberties Union of Florida
American Friends Service Committee
Americans for Immigrant Justice

Bilbao Law, LLC

Detention Kills

Doctors for Camp Closure

Envision Freedom Fund

Families for Freedom

Florida Immigrant Coalition

Freedom for Immigrants

Immigrant Action Alliance

Immigrant Defense, LCC

Louisiana Advocates for Immigrant Detention
Never Again Action

Respond Crisis Translation

Southern Poverty Law Center

United We Dream

CC:

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary of Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
2707 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20500
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33701
33449
85297
33544



Michelle

Nancy

Louise
Yennifer
wendy
William
Brian
DeBorah
Bette
Adriane
Rachel
Zoe
Barbara
Barbara
Karen
Robert
Korrin
Vicki
Carl
Rick
Manuela
Kia
Patty
Laura
Evelyn
Sylvana
Elizabeth
Kristin
Lynne
Michael
Francois

Denise

Mondragon

Roberts-Moneir

Davidson-
Schmich

Portillo
mejia
Garcia
Schanck
McCray
Steinmuller
Caplowe
Osborne
Gil
Maust
Maust
Brown
Nobrega
Stanek
Fought
Meyer
Jones
Mahecha
H.
Street
Cepero
Lindgard
Arguello
Layfield
Ladia
Siegfried
Martin
Bezuidenhout

Lugo

32701

33009

33143
33126
33126
33142
33713
32609
33716
33498
32641
33174
33441-4675
33441-4675
32609
33897
33073
27104-3326
6070
337745441
33025-7881
32605
32038
32771
32225
33183
20008
33967
32401-6355
32615
33131
33573

Kendra
Cassandra
Sofia
Heather
Elisabeth
Steven
Amanda
Christina
Nina

Luis
Anthony
Miaya
Miaya
BettyJean
Mia

Lynn
Zoma
Lucia
Susan
Andrea

L

Mrs. Gabrielle
chris
Maryann
John
Margaret
Earlisha
Jacqueline
Marsha
Sharyn
Alice
Bruna

Ann

Blandon
White
Sotillo
Brown
Ajluni

Mangual

Gonzalez Garcia

Coll
Beam
Garcia
Tijerino
McCray

McCray

Wochinski

Rivas

Redmon

Delasestrellas

Lietsch
Duffin
Knauber
F

Bork
lopez
Okomski
Herman

Handley

Blackmon

English
Elston
Brooks
Fast
Laurent

Albrecht

33332
32301
33803
27278
32216
34741
33018
32712
33172
33035
33143
32618
32618
34472
33128
33617
32605
33138
32164
34667
33444
33176
37204
33606
33311-4841
32819
32771
33901
34689
32086
33618
32907-9415

32789



Carmen
Frances

tom

ANNE
Susan
tom
Patricia
Natalia
Anthony
Amy
Isabel
Susannah
katherine
Mary
Kellie
Zachary
Kayden
Sarah
Chris
Jamaal
Steven
Eleanor
Allison
Isabella
M
Bridget
Aliya
Shaun
Tiffany
Marge
GuruJiwanSingh

LINDA

Blakely
Howell-Coleman

scarcella

OCONNOR-
SMITH

Severino
scarcella
Gilmore
Cano
Tijerino
Lamb
Ruano
Smith
blankenship
Reed
Parenda
Currie
Karmazin
Dolley
Garcia
James
Wetstein
Lewis
Whittington
Lobo
Royce
Welch
Prenova
Levin

S

Medon
Khalsa

NORRIS

33559
33881

34109

32937
33843-9576
34209
32773
33414
33143
22435
32309
24502
33134
78045-6420
32792
11102
33418
60440
32124
92336
33155
33146
34786
33463
33467
32303
34747
33426
33578
34431
33181
32609

Michelle
David
Gissette
Stephanie
Theresa
Ash
Robert
andrea
Lesleylinda
Stacey
Tricia
Rose
Joy

H

Sue
Alexis
Olivia
Catita
Jennifer
paula
Leila
Melissa
Gail
Clint
Cintya
Leo
Mark
Barbara
Terri
Mary Ann
Glenel

Javan

Petersen
Kapell
rodriguez
Carstens
Beckhusen
Trull
Hackl-Blumstein
ferguson
Lannan
Meinzen
Chen

Wilde
Leonard
Frederick
Verlaan
Maestre-Saborit
Perez
Anderson
Manchester
moats
Stehlik-Barry
Sturgis
Anderson
Buczkowski
Aguilera
Palacios
Dorosin
Shanker
Reim
Cordray
Bowden

Frinks

80204~
3568

33455-8108
33027
97225
55104

2857
60089
11216
14209
95405
95624
97405
11232
95831
35802
33901
11238
95820
08624
33781
20024
33032
33705
32746
33175
33825
32828
33066
32124
32092
32055

33604



Selma
Abramowitz
Brandon
Cindy
Ivan

Niki

Lori
Jamey
Gwendolyn
Jack
Catherine
Elizabeth
Jessica
Linda
Judith
Ruthie
Marg
Jenna
Jenne
Debra
Gail
Tony
Richard
Dorace
Judy
Ann M
Patricia
Robert
Clint

Lisa
Nicole
Jess

Nicholas

Faucher
Gloria
Vasquez
Lang
Hernandez
Amarantides
Ravitz
Chenault
Sanders
Balch
Stanfield
Vallejo
Weatherspoon
Johnson
Best
Wharton
Dekeyser
Marsh
Shepard
Straw

Rich
Cooper

Lee

Peters
Seagal
Jackson
Lewis
Miller
Buczkowski
Cheatom

V.

Delgado Perez

VanAtter

32609
32224
33611
34654
34746
34683
33907
32763
32210
33472
32224
32317
33324
32583
32606
32344
32506
91977
32303
34223
32163
32305
33540
32958
33180
33884
333904
34292
32746
33837
32217
32505
33982

Donald
Alecia
Sara

Kim
Eliezer
Courtney
Janice
Amber
Sheronne
Francoise
Jenna
Ariel
Edward
Karen
Story
Charles
Jasmine
Sonya
Dolores
Linda
Elizabeth
Wendy
Trisha
Linda
Carolyn
Khadija
Karen
Cavallini
Valeria
Trisha
Gerould
Lon

Cynthia

Henderson
Crauswell
Rice
Elmore
Roman
Torralvo
Parker
Brock
Pickering
Cham
Marsh
Chaudhuri
Marks
Winston
Fawcett
Schaeffer
Jas

Lopez
Parra
Miklowitz
Solis
Sanchez Rios
Pitman
Huffman
Borden
Skhir
Edwards
Christine
Higgins
Lane
Cross
Luchnick

Hernandez

33316
33810
33711
32080
34480
32084
32209
32025
32712
33175
91977
33617
33713
32205
33464
33442
33186
33137
34639
32301
34787
34208
32693
32250
32259
33186
33966
32732
33757
34287
32571
33484
34731



Natalie
Janet
Judith
Elizabeth
Eduardo
Terri
Bret
Michelle
Brenda
Dolores
Brittany
Maycee
Samantha
Blanche
Lon
Carolyn
Julia
Selma
Carrie
Ellen
Holmes
Diane
Susan
Avalon
Jessica
Jim
Cindy
Eleanor
Steven
Czarina
John
garrett

Emily

King
Colandrea
Salzwedel
Coleman
Adam-Rabel
Benincasa
Wells
Duhaney
Farrell
Parra
Beimourtrusting
Smith
Shields
Nicholson
Luchnick
Borden
Marshall
Faucher
Roach
Griffin
Margaret C
Mclnnis
Lee

Bernal
Throop
Loveland
Heath Neu
Lewis
Wetstein
Datiles
Payne
baskin

Ray

34207
34420
34293
32141
33156
34684
32966
33068
33446
34639
32246
33056
33027
32073
33484
32259
32003
32609
33326
33470
32605
34461
33604
32164
33713
33714-1970

32137
33146
33155
92123
33146
32063
32256

Aren
Leigh-Anna
John
Karen
Leslie
Brittany
judith
Tina
Lindsay
Susan
Madisyn
Katina
Kenneth
Jonathan
Paul
Dafne
Ruby
Samantha
Sonia
Lorena
Danielle
Viviana
Beyssa
Claudia
Ronda
Teresa
Nayana
Vonnie
Elizabeth
Karolyn
Ellie
Sadie

Jessica

Del Vecchio
Nielsen
Humphrey
Platt
Zeiger
Campese
lavezzi
Shull

Hope Kern
Chakmakian
Fons
Willey

Oja
Reynolds
Ranney
Ostermuenchner
Moore
Luisi
Moreno
Bonilla MD
Deines
Rios

Buil
Alvarez
Piche
Moore
Trivedi
Chatmon
Richards
Burns
Tullis
Giddis

DeVera

32601

11221

55416-2062

94706
94043
14850
80031
28227
97212
2020
32208
32504
80120
32817
32303
33019
33405
33441
33328
33327
87111
95817
33023
90802
32505
32935
92037
34480
33981
32303
32320
33460
33414



Kathe
Suzanne
L

Kerrie
Vicki
Bayley
Jennifer
Paul
Peter
Journey
Eileen
issabelle
Katiya
Alexis
Sandi
Georgina
Teresa
Lucy
Bernadette
Sheila
Sengrithey
Tara
Peggy
Marian
Cheryl
Tracy
Kathleen
Fawz
Gabrielle
Meaghan
Esther
Mary ann

Paula

Kokolias
Parker
Oakerson
Miller
Klein
Daniel
Jerome
Cain
Rouse
Smith
O'Sullivan
desjardins
Plummer
Tsoukalas
Rodman
Morgenstern
Robinson
Hanan
Soto

Fox

Pich

Wolf
Mustelier
Carson
Rudin
Holley
Doyle

Saf
Shulruff
Gulledge
Garvett
Hoogeveen

Napoleon

32086
33313
34205-5939
33076
34239
32905
32257
33478
34481
34207
33771
33150
33626
33703
33707
33155
32034
32082
33023
33441
44308
32958
33133
34205
34231
33604
33166
33325
32806
32605
33125-2768
34653
34787

Lauren
Juan
Tammy
Barbara Ann
Lea
Helengene
Jeffrey
Sarah
Elsa
Sandra
Sharon
Teresa
Lacy
Debbie
Hayley
Angela
Mahham
James
Anthony
Dawn
Linda
Audrey
Alison
Margaret
Susan
Bayley
Jennifer
Ralph
Zachary
Kerrie
Frances
Amanda
An

Koff
Vazquez
Greer
Gallander
Ogozelec
Wilson
Routh
Clay
Petersen
King
Nesvig
Moore
Herman
Schwartz
McGhee
Terry
Syed
Kidder
Alexander
Weaver
Kloran
Ashford
Adamoski
Schiller
Cooperman
Daniel
Godown
Eckhardt
Ensign
Miller
Sheehan
Garcia

Goldbauer

34990
33647
32526
34983
35698
34285
33905
33912
32940
34690
32312
32935
33606
33436
33948
32937
32836
33713
32256
50658
34608
33127
32137
32461
32666
32905
34983
34134
33801
33067
33870
60014

32084



Donna
Marita
Rayanna
Megan
Frances
Hannah
Laura
Vicki
Steve
Oswaldo
Charlie
Christine
Terry
Erika
Tiea
Sheila
Virginia
Sharon
Kendra

Kyle

Murillo
Woods
Riecss

R

Sheehan
Figucia-Griffith
Prince
Impoco
Moore
Querales
Anderson
Arab

Heck

Hills
Zehnbauer
Adams
Barton
Bowne
Blandon

Aldrich

33144
32404
32812
34684
33870
33613
33193
32937
34208
33004
33442
32180
33810
33309

3431
33880
34446
34974

33332
11694



