March 19, 2019

Michael W. Meade

Acting Field Officer Director

Miami Field Office, Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO)
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

865 SW 78th Avenue Suite 101

Plantation, FL, 33324

Phone: (954) 236-4900

Miami.outreach@jice.dhs.gov

Sent via email
Re: COVID-19 and OSUP/ROR Reporting at Miramar ICE Facility
Dear Director Meade:

It has come to our attention that your office is continuing to require persons released on
Orders of Supervision (OSUP) or on Orders of Release on Recognizance (ROR) to report
in-person to your facility in M1ramar despite Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’ announcement
days ago that there was community spread of the coronavirus in Broward County There were
troubling reports of long lines at the facility on March 18.

We, the undersigned organizations, urge you to direct the immediate suspension of all
in-person OSUP and ROR reporting currently scheduled in Miramar, consistent with similar
measures taken by ICE-ERO in Orlando and in other jurisdictions,3 and with calls by the
American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) in letters to DHS-ICE Deputy Director
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Matthew Albence on March 12° and March 16.” We are deeply concerned that cancelling
check-ins on a case-by-case basis under the circumstances would cause uncertainty among
persons subject to reporting, and pose unnecessary risks to public health. It would also be
administratively inefficient.

The White House now recommends the closure of schools, restaurants, bars, and other
indoor venues “where groups of people congregate” in “states with evidence of community
transmission.”” This recommendation echoes the Center for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC)’s guidelines for mitigating the risk posed by the new virus in places where a “substantial”
level of community transmission may be occurring.7 The CDC warns that COVID-19 (the
disease caused by the new coronavirus) may cause severe illness, possibly resulting in death, and
that “[p]eople in places where ongoing community spread of the virus [...] has been reported are
at elevated risk of exposure.”

Following confirmed reports of community spread in Florida, Governor DeSantis ordered
on March 17 the immediate closure of all public-school campuses, as well as bars and pubs, in
the state.” Prior to that, he directed state agencres to temporarily suspend driver’s license and
professional license renewal requirements.

All immigration courts in the country—including places where little to no community
transmission has yet been reported—have now either closed their doors or suspended all hearings
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of non-detained individuals. L1kew1se U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS has
announced the temporary suspension of non-emergency in-person services at all its offices.'

Meanwhile, the number of known cases of COVID-19 i n Broward County—which
already accounts for the largest share of known cases in Florida —continues to rise
exponentially.

Your prompt action may be critical to preventing further spread of this highly contagious
disease through a population made more vulnerable by common lack of access to healthcare and
reliance on public transportation—and whose lack of access to legal representation, as well as
child care and other social resources, will likely be exacerbated by the closure of schools and the
dramatic economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

To weather this major crisis, Florida communities need governments at all levels to
prioritize public health. Therefore, we urge the immediate suspension of all in-person OSUP and
ROR reporting scheduled in Miramar, until such time as the state of emergency in Florida is
lifted, or U.S. immigration courts are re-opened, whichever is later. Please advise us as to your
decision at the earliest opportunity. If you wish to discuss, we are available for a teleconference
at your convenience. Please contact Amien Kacou, Staff Attorney - ACLU of Florida
(akacou(@aclufl.org) or Kirk Bailey, Political Director - ACLU of Florida (kbailey@aclufl.org)
with any questions or to discuss further. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION OF FLORIDA
FLORIDA IMMIGRANT COALITION

COMMUNITY JUSTICE PROJECT

AMERICANS FOR IMMIGRANT JUSTICE

WECOUNT!

QLATINX

IMMIGRATION CLINIC, UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI SCHOOL OF LAW
IMMIGRATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS CLINIC, FIU COLLEGE OF LAW
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