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CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE
TO ACHIEVE TRUE EQUITY AND LIBERATION, WE HAVE TO CHANGE THE INSTITUTIONS 
THAT HAVE CREATED THIS CRISIS.
We envision a criminal 
justice approach that is 
fair and free of racial bias, 
keeps communities safe and 
respects the dignity and 
rights of all who come into 
contact with it. We envision 
a Florida that prioritizes 
people over prisons by 
supporting rehabilitation 
and abolishing prison.  

At the ACLU of Florida, we 
are working to dismantle the 
structural and institutional 
racism built into America’s 
criminal justice system. Mass 
incarceration in America has 
an outsize impact on people 
of color, and we are working 
to ensure real equity and 
fairness in our society. Approximately 147,000 people are 

incarcerated in Florida’s prisons and 
jails, costing our taxpayers billions of 
dollars every year that could be used 
to solve some of the most pressing 
issues we face regarding education, 
healthcare and infrastructure.

In a state where Black people make 
up only 16 percent of the population 
but 46 percent of the incarcerated 
population, there is clearly a crisis in 
our criminal justice system.

We need to end our reliance on mass 
incarceration which has proven to 
be ineffective and discriminatory. We 
need to focus our work on community 
and restorative justice that saves 
taxpayer money and leads to safer, 
healthier communities. 

FOR FAR TOO LONG, AMERICA’S RELIANCE ON MASS 
INCARCERATION AND A BROKEN CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM HAS HAD A DEVASTATING AND DISPARATE 
IMPACT ON BLACK AND BROWN PEOPLE.

OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM SHOULD 
CENTER’S RESTORATION 
AND REHABILITATION 
OVER RETRIBUTION.
AS IT CURRENTLY EXISTS, 
IT IS RACIST AT EVERY 
LEVEL, FROM PRE-ARREST 
TO SENTENCING. 

For decades, Florida has relied on 
incarceration as the solution to mental 
health issues, poverty, and addiction, 
resulting in a draconian system that 
warehouses tens of thousands of 
people in prison, at enormous taxpayer 
expense. This broken system costs 
Floridians approximately $2.7 billion 
per year, and does next to nothing to 
rehabilitate those in prison.

Mass incarceration is ineffective, wastes 
taxpayer money and makes us less 
safe. We need sentencing reform in 
Florida that center’s restoration and 
rehabilitation over retribution. The 
criminal justice system has criminalized 
Black existence for generations, 
routinely giving longer sentences to 
Black and brown people compared to 
white people.

Specifically, we need to reform Florida’s 
arbitrary law that puts a cap on the 
amount of rehabilitation credit a 
person can earn while incarcerated. 
Instead of incentivizing and rewarding 
good behavior and participation in 
educational, vocational, skills training, 
and other rehabilitative programming 
that will help individuals successfully 
contribute to society upon release from 
prison and reduce the likelihood that 
they will re-offend, Florida arbitrarily 
caps the amount of time a person can 
earn and use. If Florida got rid of this 
cap. it could save the state more than 
$870 million dollars. 

The ACLU of Florida is committed 
to reforming this arbitrary cap and 
incentivizing rehabilitation. 



4343 W. Flagler Street, Suite 400 
Miami, FL 33134 

786.363.2700 
aclufl.org/campaignforjustice

TO ENSURE OUR 
CRIMINAL LEGAL SYSTEM 
PRIORITIZES PEOPLE OVER 
PRISON AND IS FAIR AND 
FREE OF RACIAL BIAS, WE 
ARE COMMITTED TO: 

Reducing mass incarceration 
and racial disparities by securing 
sentencing reform through: 

• Increasing the amount of 
rehabilitation credit a person 
can earn while incarcerated 
from 85% to 65%.

• Exploring legal options and 
other efforts to reduce racial 
disparities in plea agreements.

• Encouraging candidates for 
State Attorney to commit to 
pursuing sentencing reform 
through their own charging 
decisions and in state statute.

Reducing incarceration and 
racial disparities caused by 
unaffordable money bail by:

• Exploring legal options and 
other efforts to block the use 
of money bail in Florida. 

• Encouraging candidates for 
State Attorney to commit 
to not seek money bail and 
pursue statutory reform.

Reduce incarceration and racial 
disparities caused by driver’s 
license suspensions by: 

• Exploring legal options and 
other efforts to block license 
suspensions for non-driving 
offenses.

• Reforming clerk of court 
policies on suspensions for 
failure to pay court costs.

• Repealing state statutes that 
permit suspensions for non-
driving offenses. 

• Election Day or Automatic 
Voter Registration to Florida.

END CASH BAIL NOW. IT IS ONE OF THE MOST CORRUPT 
AND BROKEN PARTS OF THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

Money bail is actually one of the biggest 
problems plaguing our justice system. 
Every year in Florida, thousands of 
people are jailed while they await 
their trial simply because they can’t 
afford to post bail. When someone is 
unable to pay the total bail amount up 
front, they have to make an impossible 
choice: sit in jail while their case moves 
forward, plead guilty, or pay a bail bonds 
company a nonrefundable fee to get out 
– all this even if they are innocent.

As a result, many people who are also 
low income are forced to sit in jail while 
they wait for their trial. Aside from 
unnecessarily tearing people from 
their jobs, families and communities, 
keeping someone in jail before their 
trial also increases the chances that that 
person – even one who is innocent – will 
end up pleading guilty, being convicted 
and receiving a longer sentence than if 

they had been released while their case 
worked its way through the courts.

This is especially the case for people of 
color. People of color are already over-
policed, and arrested and detained more 
often than their white counterparts. 
Because people of color are often over-
charged with crimes that carry heavier 
sentences, they also face higher bail 
amounts. 

The ACLU of Florida is committed to 
ending cash bail in Florida.

STOP SUSPENDING DRIVERS’ LICENSES FOR NON-
DRIVING OFFENSES

No one should be locked up or 
prohibited from driving because they 
can’t afford to pay a court fine or fee. 
In Florida, nearly two million driver’s 
licenses are suspended each year. Most 
of those suspensions are unrelated 
to any driving or traffic offense. In 
1970, The Supreme Court ruled that 
jailing someone only for the inability 
to pay a court fee or fine violates the 
Constitution. Incarcerating poor people 
because they are poor or can’t pay fines 
and fees unrelated to crime is debtors’ 
prison, which was outlawed in America 
in 1833.

Massive racial disparities exist among 
Floridians that receive suspended 
driver’s licenses for outstanding 
financial obligations. Black Floridians 
make up only 16.9% of the State’s 

population, but in 2013 black Floridians 
made up 37.3% of all driver license 
suspensions for outstanding fees and 
drug offenses. 

License suspensions and revocations 
are a catch-22. They are often used to 
punish people who do not pay certain 
fees, even if they are unable to afford 
such fees. If a person loses his or her 
license and can’t get to work,  the 
individual will fail to earn the money 
needed to pay the fines and fees to get 
his or her license back. 

The ACLU of Florida is committed 
to ending the practice of suspending 
driver’s licenses for inability to pay and 
non driving offenses. 
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