American Civil Liberties Union of Florida
Brevard Chapter
321-768-6262

P.O. Box 153

Melbourne, FL 32902

January 8th 2009

To the Mayor and City Council of Palm Bay,

RE: RFP# 33-0-2008/DR, Red Light Safety Enforcement Program:

The American Civil Liberties Union does not oppose the use of cameras for enforcing specific traffic violations, provided that the cameras capture only those images that are necessary to enforce the traffic laws. However, we are concerned about what we call 'mission creep' -- that the data collected by these cameras will be used for purposes other than tracking reckless drivers.  

Many red-light camera systems have been installed under contracts that deliver a cut of ticket revenue to the contractor. That creates an obvious incentive to contractors to "game" the system in order to increase revenue and in turn generates public cynicism and suspicion. Such bounty contracts make a mockery of the ideal of disinterested justice and undermine the pursuit of traffic safety.

Traffic safety and information privacy are not mutually incompatible concepts. However, if red light programs are to succeed, the American public must be confident that such systems operate with unimpeachable fairness and that the information collected is used only for the authorized purpose indicated and is not sold, shared or otherwise abused

With that in mind I would pose the following questions:

Will all of the data (not just those images for which citations are issued) collected by GATSO USA be subject to Florida public records laws?

Under this agreement does GATSO USA have the right to sell or share the data collected to third parties?

What assurances and safeguards does the city have in place to prevent GATSO USA from selling or sharing the data collected with third parties other than the Palm Bay Police Department?
What assurances and safeguards are in place to protect the privacy of motorists/vehicle owners whose images are collected?

Would the city of Palm Bay consider paying a flat fee to GATSO USA or any other company rather than an amount per citation issued?
Sincerely,

Kevin Aplin

Director Brevard Office

