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Space Coast Alliance Honors ACLU Brevard Chapter 

Vice President for Safeguarding First Amendment Rights

MELBOURNE – ACLU of Florida Brevard Chapter Vice President Kevin Aplin will be honored by the Space Coast Progressive Alliance on January 21 for his outstanding commitment to protecting civil liberties, especially the fundamental right to protest.

“Kevin is especially deserving of this award because if it were not for his efforts to hold law enforcement officers in Brevard accountable for safeguarding people’s constitutional rights, there’s no telling how many spy files would have been created on countless protesters who were guilty of doing nothing more than voicing their discontent with government policies,” said Howard Simon, Executive Director of the ACLU of Florida. 

Aplin led the ACLU of Florida’s campaign to stop the recurring political surveillance of Brevard-area protesters by members of the Melbourne Police Department and Brevard Sheriff’s Office. Under his guidance, the ACLU of Florida filed several public records requests and uncovered more than six hundred pages of documents dubbed 'spy files’ that showed a pattern since 9/11 of monitoring and collecting information on Brevard residents who were engaged in lawful First Amendment activity.

Aplin worked with Brevard County Sheriff Jack Parker and other top law enforcement officials to revise police surveillance policies to ban officers from monitoring constitutionally-protected First Amendment activities, including the right to peacefully protest government policies. He also helped develop a training program for deputies to explain and implement the new policy. In addition, he mobilized citizen opposition to the Melbourne Police Department’s practice of videotaping peaceful political protests.  Citizen opposition led to a change in the department’s video surveillance policy.

“This award belongs to the ACLU of FL and the protesters named in the spy files who had the courage to dissent and not be intimidated,” said Aplin, who is serving as the director of the ACLU of Florida’s recently-opened Brevard Regional Office. 

Aplin will be presented with the award at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21st, 6:30-9:30pm, as part of the SCPA Second Annual Progressive Celebration, sponsored by the Space Coast Progressive Alliance (SCPA). The event will be held at the Gleason Performing Arts Center on the campus of the Florida Institute of Technology in Melbourne. Tickets are $10 in advance, $15 at the door if available and being sold online by WFIT at their website, www.wfit.org or by phone, 321.674.8950. For more information the celebration program, contact SCPA at 321.917.1960.

For more information on the ACLU’s work in defending free speech, visit www.aclufl.org or call 321-768-6262. 
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