	
	

	Hi all,

Thought you might enjoy the guest column below published in last Saturdays Florida Today. 
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Fighting a lost war 

Legalize drugs and regulate them by government 

KEVIN APLIN 
GUEST COLUMNIST 

Photos accompanying a recent series of articles in FLORIDA TODAY covering the never-ending war on drugs looked more like a military action in a war zone than a domestic law enforcement operation. 

The articles describe SWAT team operations conducted by the Brevard County Sheriff's Office and Melbourne Police Department -- police heavily armed with flash bang grenades and assault weapons, invading low-income neighborhoods to serve arrest warrants on low-level street dealers. 

Why would anyone think these tactics are effective in reducing drug abuse? 

According to Melbourne Police Cmdr. Ron Bell "It's like a revolving door. When you arrest someone, there is someone else to take their place." 

Reducing crime is in the interest of everyone in our community, and one solution is to end the prohibition against drugs. 

Alcohol prohibition had little effect on consumption and actually had the opposite effect of what was intended -- increased gang violence, corruption within both law enforcement and the judiciary, and deaths due to consumption of unlicensed alcohol. 

The cost-effectiveness of the Melbourne operations should be analyzed closely. The cost to taxpayers in manpower hours, the equipment and weaponry used, and the increased strain on the criminal justice system almost certainly exceeds the value of drugs recovered. 

According to the Office of National Drug Control Policy, the cost of maintaining drug prohibition from 1992-2002 exceeded $1 trillion dollars. 

Any attempt to address the public health problem of drug abuse through the criminal justice system is ineffective and leads to widespread violations of privacy and other civil liberties. 

That is why the American Civil Liberties Union advocates full and complete decriminalization of the use, possession, manufacture and distribution of drugs. If drug users' actions do harm to another, that conduct should be addressed in the criminal justice system. 

Enforcement of laws criminalizing possession, use, manufacture or distribution of drugs creates more crime than it inhibits and engenders violations of civil liberties. 

The criminal justice approach to drug abuse necessarily relies on law enforcement techniques such as the use of undercover operations, invasive testing procedures, and random or dragnet seizures. 

These enforcement techniques lead in practice to widespread violations of civil liberties that have made the guarantees of the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Amendments of our Bill of Rights empty promises. 

Using the criminal justice system to enforce drug prohibition causes other harms. 

The drug laws imprison a multitude of otherwise law-abiding people, a disproportionate number of whom are poor or of color, for nonviolent acts directed at no one but themselves. 

Rather than criminalize the manufacture and sale of drugs, the government could do what it does with alcohol and other substances that people may abuse -- protect the consumer and the public health by regulating manufacture and sale. 

The revenues saved from ending prohibition could be spent on treatment for those with substance-abuse problems. The government's current approach to the drug problem is a "cure" that is worse than the disease. 

For more information on the ACLU Drug Law Reform Project, go to http://www.aclu.org/drugpolicy. 

Aplin is vice president of the Brevard County Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union of Florida. 
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