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2010 ACLU Zelda Glazer Civil Liberties Writing Competition

Overview: The American Civil Liberties Union of Florida proudly announces its third Zelda Glazer Civil Liberties Writing Competition. The competition is open only to Miami-Dade Public School high school seniors and is an opportunity to recognize civil liberties scholarship that enhances an understanding of the U.S. Constitution. Essay submissions will be reviewed by a panel of judges comprised of noted civil libertarians and ACLU leaders in the Greater Miami area.
The deadline for submission is Thursday, March 25, 2010. The award will be $1500.

Competition Theme:  The Importance of The Bill of Rights; Civil Liberties in Our Society.
We encourage students to view this topic broadly and we welcome submissions on a variety of related substantive areas. Examples of possible subjects include (but are not limited to) First Amendment freedoms, privacy rights, voting rights, national security, equal protection, freedom of the press, student rights, citizenship, reproductive rights, and racial justice.
Submission Requirements:

• Deadline: Submissions must be emailed or postmarked by Thursday, March 25, 2010. Papers postmarked after this date will not be considered. Additional details on submission will be posted at http://www.aclufl.org/zelda.cfm
• Eligibility: Any Miami-Dade Public Schools senior is eligible. Only one entry per student is permitted. 
• Content: Submissions must be related to the theme of The Importance of The Bill of Rights: Civil Liberties in Our Society. Submissions should be comprised of a progressive vision of constitutional rights to examine issues related to fostering democracy. Submissions may focus on one specific protected right, or may broadly cover multiple areas or major themes, as long as the submission as a whole relates to the topic. 
• Format: Submissions must be an original essay by one author. The length should be approximately 2-3 pages, 1200-1500 words. 
• Judging Process: All eligible submissions will go through an initial screening process and will be reviewed by two readers. The finalists from that process will then be reviewed by a panel of judges consisting of noted civil libertarians, educators, and other ACLU members. This panel will select the top three papers among the finalists for recommendation to the committee. Submissions will be judged on relevance to civil liberties and constitutional issues, originality, quality of writing, discussion and conclusions. The Committee will announce the winner in April.

• Award: The author of the top submission will receive $1,500. Honorary stipends for one or two runner-up submissions may be considered by the Committee. Award winners will be recognized at the ACLU of Florida Greater Miami Chapter’s annual Law Day Celebration in May 2010. The winning submission will also be posted on the ACLU of Florida website. 

• Entry: There is no entry fee. However, all participants MUST complete an enrollment form that can be found as a PDF file online at: http://www.aclufl.org/zelda
• Additional Questions: Check www.aclufl.org for updates or email zeldaglazer@aclufl.org OR Clessay@aol.com with questions.
